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DETAILED ACTION 
Final Rejection 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 
148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for 
detemnining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at 
issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 



Application/Control Number: 10/650,024 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3714 

Claims 1, 3-19, 22-34, 37-53, and 55-67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Bame (US 5,833,537) in view of DeMar (US 
6.315,660). 

Regarding at least claims 1-2, and 4-10 Barrie teaches a gaming device including 
a plurality of sections (142, 144); 
outcomes associated with said sections (124); 
a plurality of reels(116); 

a plurality of symbols including a plurality of different section indicator 
symbols associated with a section, located on the reels (Figure 1); 

modifiers/multipliers associated with the section symbols (146 & Col 4:23- 

35); 

a triggering event associated with at least one symbol appearing on the 
reel (Col 3:46-51); 

a processor (214) operable to activate the reels upon the occurrence of 
the triggering event (Understood as the continued play after the appearance of a 
red ball in a electronic gaming machine), obtain sections responsive to the 
appearance of associated section indicator symbols on the reels (Figure 1 & Col 
6:24-50), increments a multiplier when designated combination of section 
indicator symbols occurs on the game reels (Col 4:23-35), and provide the 
section outcome when all sections have been obtained (Col 6:24-50 & Col 8:1- 
4). 

Barrie teaches the inclusion of a multiplier for the multiplication of prize 
amounts awarded on a primary set of reels and the use of a section game 
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outcome for determining an additional game outcome as tauglit above, and in 
(146 & Col 4:23-25). Barrie however is silent regarding the application of a 
multiplier on a section outcome combined with the inclusion of free spins. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
to have combined the use of a multiplier with the use of a game section outcome 
in order to offer a modified section outcome dependent on the multipliers 
acquired in the spin completing the section outcome thereby creating a non-static 
section outcome prize. 

In a related gaming machine, DeMar discloses a device with a plurality of 
features for basic and/or bonus modes of game play including a feature in which 
a bonus game provides an award selected from a plurality of fixed values and 
multipliers, (Abstract & Col 3:26-31). Additionally, DeMar discloses the following: 

That the bonus game is triggered when a special outcome occurs in the 
basic game, (Col 21:54-55); 

That free spins are provided to the player in an additional bonus game, 
(Col 25:47-19); 

A Chance bonus game in which the selection elements comprise multiplier 
values, (Col 33:24-42); 

A bonus game that continues with consecutive rolls of the dice, with the 
player collecting various amounts that are determined by the rolls of dice, (Col 
12:20-29); 

A bonus game that gives the player the opportunity to make side bets, 
apart from the other wagers in the basic game, (Col 13:55-60), and 
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That once the bonus game is complete, the bonus screen will fade and 
the video reels screen will then be displayed so that the player may resume play 
of the basic game, (Col 16:20-23). 

The use of a multiplier in a bonus round, as in the device disclosed by 
DeMar, is tantamount to the use of a multiplier on a section outcome combined 
with free spins, as in the applicant's disclosure. Free spins are well known as a 
form of a bonus round, beyond the basic mode of game play and are intended to 
enhance player enjoyment and excitement, as admitted to by the applicant, 
(Specification, Pages 2 & 3). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have incorporated the bonus 
round features of DeMar into the game of Barrie in order to provide an additional 
payout means. This additional payout means would attract more players and thus 
increase device usage and increase profits. Hence, the combination of 
DeMar/Barrie discloses the claimed limitation. 

As related example, not relied upon for the respective 35 U.S.C 103 
rejections, Yoseloff teaches the inclusion of free spins as an alterative form of 
game payout (Col 10:18-33). 

Regarding claims 3-9, 22-24, 37-40, and 55-57 Barrie teaches the 
formation of a multiplier (modifier) amount based on the arrangement of selection 
symbols appearing on the reels (Col 4:25-35). 

Regarding at least claims 10-11, 25-26, 41-44 and 58-59, as the multiplier 
is detemnined from the randomly detemnined symbol combinations appearing on 
the reels, it may be understood as being randomly detemnined as well as 
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predetermined as sucii combinations are resultant of specific symbol 
combinations (Col 4:25-35). 

Regarding at least claims 12-16, 19, 27-31, 45-49, and 60-63 the 
combination of Barrie/DeMar as presented above teaches the use of a bonus 
round (interpreted as the same as free spins, as described above) as an award 
type, hence the awarding of predetermined prizes according to symbol 
combinations appearing randomly on the reels would be encompassed in 
accordance with Barrie's disclosed manner of detemiining the occurrence of a 
payout event (Col 3:17-21). 

Regarding at least claims 17-18, 32-33, 50-51, and 64-65 Barrie teaches 
the use of a plurality of pay lines for the determination of qualifying combinations 
(122 & Col 3:17-23). 

Regarding at least claims 34, 52, and 53 Barrie teaches the elimination of 
section indicator symbols from the reels based on the occurrence of a designated 
set of section symbols (Col 4: 8-22) and alternatively subsequent spins of the 
reels yielding the removal of persistent symbols or symbol combinations would 
also meet the limitation as presented (Col 6: 34-47). 

Regarding at least claims 66-67 Barrie teaches the use of a network 
including the Internet and a central server for remotely controlling game play (Col 
4:42-60). 

Claims 2-3, 20-21, 35-36, and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Barrie (US 5,833.537) in view of DeMar et al (US 
6,31 5,660) in yet further view of Thomas (US 5,449,1 73). 
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Barrie teaches the use of random placement symbols (Col 8:24-27) 
however is silent regarding the use of wild symbols and wild symbol 
combinations for the purposes of completing the plurality of sections. In a related 
patent however, Thomas teaches the use of a "wild symbol" (Figures 1-3). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
to have incorporated the use of a wild symbol for the purpose of fonA/arding a 
game play. 

Response to Amendment 
The rejections presented above incorporate applicant's amended claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/13/2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues lack of motivation for applying a multiplier to a section 
game outcome and free spins, in the device of Barrie. (Remarks Pages 16 and 
17). Examiner respectfully disagrees because motivation was provided for this 
combination, please see above. 

Applicant argues that although Barrie teaches a multiplier applied to the 
outcome or award occurring on the paylines, that Barrie does not disclose 
associating such a multiplier with the bingo game, (Remarks, Page 17). 
Examiner respectfully disagrees because the disclosure of multipliers in even 
one embodiment is sufficient for extending the multiplier features to other 
embodiments of Barrie's device. (Please see MPEP 2123). This disclosure 
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combined with the bonus round / free spin feature of Demar as presented above, 
fully discloses the claimed limitations. 

Applicant argues that incorporation of free spins into the device of Barrie 
renders Barrie unsatisfactory for its intended purpose of encouraging players to 
make additional wagers to play further rounds of the game. Examiner respectfully 
disagrees because the very opportunity of receiving free spins is encouraging 
enough for gamers to remain playing at the gaming machine for extended time 
periods. 

In response to applicant's argument that the examiner's conclusion 
of obviousness is based upon improper hindsight reasoning, it must be 
recognized that any judgment on obviousness is in a sense necessarily a 
reconstruction based upon hindsight reasoning. But so long as it takes into 
account only knowledge which was within the level of ordinary skill at the 
time the claimed invention was made, and does not include knowledge 
gleaned only from the applicant's disclosure, such a reconstruction is 
proper. See In re McLaughlin, 443 F.2d 1392, 170 USPQ 209 (CCPA 
1971). 

Applicant argues that Barrie does not disclose eliminating "the 
section indicator symbols included in the designated combination of 
section indicator symbols from the reels..." (Remarks, Page 19). Examiner 
respectfully disagrees for the following reasons: 
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Section indicator symbols 124a. 124b and 124c, are interpreted as 
a combination of symbols because they can be formed in a plurality of 
different ways. In Col.4. Lines 8-35, Barrie discloses that a symbol such as 
a black ball is "defined such that, if the black ball lands in a position 
bearing a persistent symbol, the persistent symbol will be removed from 
that position." A designated combination is formed every time a particular 
symbol is defined such that its occurrence among a group of symbols 
causes its elimination. Hence, the black ball is a section indicator symbol 
(fonning a designated combination), and is eliminated from the reels after 
its occurrence. 

Additionally, Barrie discloses that upon the occurrence of a 
designated combination of section indicator symbols, a number of the 
symbols may be eliminated. (Figure 5., Col.6. Lines 29-42). 

Consequently, all rejections are respectfully maintained. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
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action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Omkar A. Deodhar whose telephone number 
is 571-272-1647. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F SAM - 4:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on 571-272-6996. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

OAD hStm:^ 




